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A surprising, irreverent, and scrupulously reported deconstruction of today's fashions in energy

policy. Everybody is talking about "energy independence". But is it really achievable? Is it actually

even desirable? In this controversial, meticulously researched book, Robert Bryce exposes the false

promises behind the rhetoric while blasting nearly everybody - Republicans, Democrats,

environmentalists, and war-mongering neoconservatives - for misleading voters about our energy

needs. Gusher of Lies explains why the idea of energy independence appeals to voters while also

showing that renewable sources like wind and solar cannot meet America's growing energy

demand. Along the way, Bryce eviscerates the ethanol scam. Whether the issue is cost, water

consumption, or food prices, corn ethanol is one of the longest-running robberies ever perpetrated

on American taxpayers. Consumers concerned about peak oil and the future of global energy

supplies need to understand that energy security depends on embracing free markets and the

realities of interdependence. Gusher of Lies is illuminating and vital.
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I no longer question my sanity. Robert Bryce's book, Gusher of Lies: The Dangerous Delusions of

"Energy Independence," provides THE much needed voice of reason in a cacophony of idiocy,

ignorance, ideology, and isolationism.I have been an energy policy wonk in Washington, DC for

over 25 years, even founding and running energy policy think tanks for the last decade. Yet I found

myself perplexed by much of what I heard being bandied about regarding energy policy. None of the



public dialogue made any sense to me. Both Republicans and Democrats favored senseless

interventions into energy markets, albeit for different reasons (R's for national security and D's for

environment). The only thing the two parties could agree on was doling out pork to favored

constituencies. Nearly everyone in public life embraced the ridiculous mantra of "energy

independence."I searched in vain for a hard hitting, top-to-bottom analysis of energy policy from a

market perspective. Something Milton Friedman or Friedrich Hayek might endorse. I searched

feverously for a book that would represent my world view. I found mostly apocalyptic screeds with

titles like the End of Oil or Blood and Oil or Powerdown or Carbon War (about 35 such "sky is

falling" titles are available on .com since only 2000).It is against this gloomy backdrop that I read

Bryce's Gusher of Lies. It is by far the best energy policy book in the last decade and that is

because I am too lazy to go back farther. Bryce is a journalist and he explains his views in the easy

to understand, down to earth manner that we expect from journalists. But unlike many journalists, he

is amazingly comprehensive and detailed in his analysis.

Unlike Kenneth Malloy, I am not an energy policy guy, I'm an ordinary, retired, novel-reading woman

living on a sailboat -- using wind and solar energy i might add, (in addition to diesel when required).

So, i represent the other end of the knowledge spectrum from Mr. Malloy. This book was

fascinating. Mr. Bryce's writing style and wit provide a good and easy read even for the novice. I

hope it's a best-seller, because that would mean that LOTS OF PEOPLE read the book. Never

having read anything serious about energy, I was probably like most Americans and just believed

that ethanol and other alternative energy sources were good things to spend money on. Mr. Bryce

certainly opened my eyes. He takes an incredible amount of raw data and turns it into a

down-to-earth explanation of what's right and what's wrong with the whole gamut of energy sources.

And he goes one step beyond by discussing our Energy Policies, and how screwed up they are.

There's nothing wrong with having dependencies on other countries. We already do in so many

things anyway! As a nation, we REALLY need to get beyond this Arab/Moslem phobia. I mean,

really, in the 21st century, with the world getting smaller and smaller, how can we EVER think that

we could or should be indepedent suppliers of something so vital as energy. Besides, trade is good;

Commercial relations with other countries are good. If Americans are so worried about our supplies

of oil, then let them start buying smaller, more fuel-efficient vehicles like most of the rest of the

world. You don't see many SUV's in Europe. I am less optimistic about our congressmen and

senators doing the rigth thing, however. Where there is an opportunity for "pork"(corn subsidies in

this case), the greed and slime will spill. I love Mr.



"A Gusher of Lies" is a must-read for those wanting the cold, hard facts on the current state and

future prospects of worldwide energy dynamics. Written by Robert Bryce, a fellow at the Institute for

Energy Research and energy journalist and author for the past twenty years, "Gusher of Lies" is

meticulously researched and footnoted (60+ pages of bibliography and references). It relies on

numerical facts, realistic forecasts and opinions of key members of the scientific community to

dispel any notion that the United States will ever achieve "energy independence" until another

energy source/application, that does not currently exist, is invented. The alarming truth is the United

States, along with every other developed country on the planet, are inexorably dependent on fossil

fuels and will be for the foreseeable future.While looking at the numbers, one should ask how

"energy independence" has become such a dominant theme. Is it because the Middle East is evil

and wants Westerners dead? Perhaps. Perhaps not. The oil behemoths of the Middle East need the

West as much as, if not more than, we need them. Oil makes up ~7% of total U.S. imports but

accounts for between 65 and 95 percent of Persian Gulf exports, depending on the nation. In the

long term, economics tend to supplant all other factors. To claim energy independence will

significantly reduce terrorism is a contrivance. While there is no denying that some Middle Eastern

players have been linked to Islamic fundamentalists, most terrorist organizations are low-tech in

nature and don't need oil dollars. Their financing has been found to come from drugs, human

trafficking, weapons trading and other criminal activities.
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